THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
and remove it and everything else in the neighbourhood. In
the end Thomas quarrelled with Mosley. Johnston and Addi-
son later on showed how the job should be done, but both were
out of office before they could get a chance to do it.
In May 1931 there were rumours that Snowden, who had
been very ill in the early part of the year, was thinking of retir-
ing from the post of Chancellor of the Exchequer. In his
Autobiography he makes an amazing revelation that affected
both Thomas and MacDonald. He says :
6 Mr. MacDonald told me that Mr. Thomas was pressing
him persistently to give him the office of Chancellor of the
Exchequer when it became vacant.91
Now, having regard to all the facts this is a most remarkable
disclosure. Indeed, if it were not made by Snowden, it would
be quite unworthy of credence. The Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer is in precedence, the second Minister of the Grown.
His is a post of great authority and great power.
Both MacDonald and Thomas were hostile to Snowden,
while the relationship between MacDonald and Thomas was
one of the closest friendship. That MacDonald should dis-
close the confidences of his friend Thomas to his enemy
Snowden, was surely a most astounding thing.
It was generally believed that the setting up of the * National'
Government was an affair of extreme suddenness and urgency.
It was understood to be a hasty improvisation in the month of
August 1931, to meet an unexpected emergency. The fact is
that in the month of June the Lobby journalists knew definitely
that arrangements had already been made to set up a * National'
Government ; the time was known, too, and was given as
early autumn ; even the names of those who were to be in it
were bruited about. It was known that Thomas was to be in
the Cabinet of the e National * Government.
It can readily be understood that these facts would have been
first class front-page news. That they did not appear in the Press
was due to the loyalty of the Lobby journalists to the tradition,
that confidences received there are never betrayed. It was no
surprise to the Press, therefore, to find when the names of the
new Cabinet were announced some months later, that Mr. J. H.
Thomas was Secretary of State for the Dominions and Colonies.
1 An Autobiography, by Philip, Viscount Snowden, p. 924.
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